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Our Easter Blessings 


“HE IS RISEN” 


all ther was dead. Three days 
before. they had seen Him die in 
agony upon They had 


Many witnesses reliable. Without this 
glorious truth, our faith would be 


Our Easter Victory 

The fall of man brought man 
sin’s power and condemnation - ‘ 
wages of sin is death.” (Rom. 6: 
We were the servants of sin andl 
the father of sin, the devil. Becay 


s life and death, Christ destroyed 
> power of sin, death and the devil. 
Him, we now have the victory. 
old enemies can no longer accuse 
“Who shall lay anything to the 
arge of God’s elect? It is God that 
stifieth. Who is he that con- 
mneth? It is Christ that died, yea 
er, that is risen again” (Rom. 


ause I live, ye shall live also,” 
ys a to all believers (John 
4:19). By His perfect atonement 
fed glorious resurrection Christ has 
mquered death, and forever opened 
e door of the tomb. Even though 
must still experience temporal 
h, even that is for the Christian 
Jmore than a sleep. Jesus has des- 
Poyed eternal death. “Jesus Christ 
abolished death, and hath 
ought life and immortality to light 
gh the gospel” (II Tim. 1.10). 
e Row that as Christ was raised 
pm the dead as “the firstfruits”, 
too shall on the Last Day arise 
m the dead. “God hath both 
sed up the Lord, and will also 
e up us by His own power” (I 
6:14). Because Christ lives, St. 
ter assures us of a “lively hope”. 
e have a living hope of the resur- 
tion and of the glory to be re- 
aled to us. With this thought we 
mild encourage and strengthen one 
other. With a lively hope we look 
ward to the Day when “the Lord 
Christ . . . shall change our vile 
, that it may be fashioned like 
to His glorious body” (Phil. 3 :21). 


Our Easter Comfort 


T he resurrection of Christ gives 
re to our lives. “He died for 


all, that they which live should not 
henceforth live unto themselves, but 
unto Him which died for them, and 
rose again’ (II Cor. 5-15). As Chris- 
tians we no longer live for our own 
selfish ends, but our whole life is now 
a life of dedicated service to our 
Saviour. Our life of unselfish devo- 
tion to our fellow man is done as 
unto Christ. Everything is done to 
the glory of Him. 

With the resurrection, life’s uncer- 
tainties are removed. Our lives have 
purpose, meaning and goals. We are 
not like those without Christ, who, 
when they lose their purposes in life, 
like position, wealth. loved ones, des- 
pair of life. Even though life may 
be difficult and we pass through 
many fiery trials, the risen Saviour 
is a comfort in all our griefs. He has 
promised, “Lo, I am with you alway, 
even unto the end of the world” (Mt. 
28 :20). 


Our Easter Commission 


The angel said to the woman, 
“Come, see the place where the 
Lord lay. And go quickly, and 
tell his disciples that he is risen 
from the dead” (Mt 28 -6-7). The 
disciples were not to keep this good 
news to themselves. but they were to 
share it with others. We who have 
been redeemed by His blood and 
have seen the empty tomb also have 
the commission “Come-See, Go- 
Tell”. This glorious news and the 
“lively hope” within us compels us 
to share it with others. It is only as 
we share our joy. faith, victory, hope 
and comfort with others, that we 
shall truly appreciate it ourselves. 
May our daily lives glow as we bask 
in the Easter light, and all we do and 
say and think witness to Him who 
died and rose again. 


BE READY TO GIVE AN ANSWER 


What's important about © 
EASTER? | 


“Are you getting a new hat for 
Easter?” 

“T don’t think so. 
dress up my old hat.” 

“Are you getting lots of Easter 
Eggs?” 

“Just one.” 

“Are you taking the family away 
for the weekend?” 

“No, we're staying at home so that 
we can be at church!” 


Til probably 


“Are you getting a new hat for Easter?” 

“T don’t think so. I’ll probably dress 
up my old hat.” 

“Oh, I couldn’t do that, I wouldn’t 
be caught dead in an old one at Easter.” 

“Why not? What difference does it 
make? There’s only one thing that really 
counts at Easter.” 

“What could possibly be more impor- 
tant for a girl at Easter than a new hat?” 

“It depends entirely on your values. 
For me there is nothing more important 
than to know that on this day Jesus rose 
from the dead for me to be my 
Redeemer.” 

“Oh that! Well, I know that this is 
why we have Easter, but my goodness, 
nowadays it’s much more than a church 
festival—it’s a big day fashion-wise.” 

“But that’s such a superficial thing. 
Surely it makes no difference at all to 
God whether you have a new hat or not, 
but it does make a difference to you that 
Christ rose from the dead. Somewhere 
in the Bible God tells us “if Christ be 
not raised our faith is vain, we are yet 
in our sins’. The Resurrection is very 
important because it is the positive proof 
for Christianity. It proves that all that 
He said in His life was truth—all His 


FOUR 


promises are true. He said He we 
do this, and He fulfilled this prom 
That means He can do these other thi 
like forgive us our sins, take us to hear 
give us eternal life. All these prom 
are sure. What’s more, it proves God 
accepted the sacrifice Christ made for ° 


“Well, maybe I do make too muck 
a hat at Easter, but it’s become suc 
big thing, and I guess you might say 
an easy prey to such things.” 

“Oh, I’d like a new hat too, but 
because it’s Easter, nor to wear just 
that day, but because I just love h 
like any woman. I don’t need Easter 
an excuse.” 


© @ 

“Are you getting lots of Easter egg 
“Just one.” 
“Tm getting a whole lot. I’ve cour 
all the ones I’m sure to get and I tk 
I might get even more.” 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS 


1. 1962 Synod at Cardiff, Wales, Fr’ 
and Saturday, 11-12 May. 

2. Convention of Lutheran Wom 
League of Great Britain at St. Andre 
Ruislip, Saturday, 2 June. 

3. Convention of Luther League of G 
Britain at Hothorpe Hall near Lei 
ter, noon Saturday - noon Sunday, “ 
June. 

4. Elders’ Retreat at Westfield Ho 
Cambridge, Saturday and Sunday, 2° 
June. 

5. Luther League Trip Abroad to Fra 
furt, Sunday, 5 August to Saturday, 
August. . 

6. Junior Holiday Bible Camp at Hotha 
Hall, Saturday, 25 August to Satur’ 
| September. 


BRITISH LUTHE! 


ve told people I don’t want any.” 


‘h, why not? You’re not slimming, 
why g 
ou? 


” 


“ell then, why not?” 

aster eggs are fine, but there’s more 
ister than chocolate eggs. It seems 
‘people are interested today only in 
‘hb little things. When I think of 
'r, it’s full of meaning. It’s Good Fri- 
ond it’s Easter Sunday. Both are days 
have a real meaning, and they cer- 
- have litle connection with Easter 
? 


ion’t get carried away, then.” 

just can’t help it. It’s all wrong 
these days with their great meaning 
's should be passed by and no notice 
1 of what really happened. It’s 
st as if there never was an Easter. 
1 Friday happened long ago, but it 
means something for us today. Jesus 
to suffer that day. He had to die 
he was buried, all because of us. He 
this to free us from sin. Easter eggs 
never take the place of this, nor can 
mean that Christ rose from the dead 
Jaster morning.” 

3ut it’s the custom!” 

What’s custom if it doesn’t add to the 
ning of the fact? Any custom sur- 
iding any important fact like Easter 
t heighten the meaning of the fact, 
what do eggs do to Easter? Nothing.” 
' guess you’re right, but I still like 
er eggs and I’ve never thought of 
o having any meaning.” 

f there is any meaning, it’s connected 
the fertility cults of the Middle Ages, 
) I’ve been told. For me, Easter eggs 
it all that important to my Easter 
bration.” 

oe 


Are you taking the family away for 
weekend?” 


MEMORIAL WREATHS 


“No, we’re staying at home so that we 
can be at church.” 

“It’s the only chance we have to get 
away for a few days, so I’m taking the 
family down to the South coast. There’s 
nothing wrong with that, is there?” 


“Oh, it’s not wrong. Nothing is wrong 
unless it goes against the will of God.” 
“Well, then, what’s the fuss all about?” 


“T believe that it is wrong to miss the 
worship of God on any Sunday, whether 
it’s a long weekend or not. To neglect 
the worship of God, that’s wrong.” 

“But you can go to church any 
Sunday !” 

“That’s very true, and I don’t want 
to say that on Easter Sunday you hear a 
message different from that on any other 
Sunday. We know there are ever so many 
people who think so, because this is 
the one Sunday in the year when they 
do go to church.” 

“What’s so important about Easter, 
then?” 

“Easter zs one of the most important 
days of the year to the believer, because 
it is on this day that we receive the 
assurance that we believe in a living God 
and not in a dead teacher. Jesus Christ 
died on the Cross on Good Friday, but 
he did not remain in the grave. If he 
had remained in the grave, we would 
have been fools, believing in a teacher 
who was no more than a human being, 
with all the weaknesses of a human being. 
He did not remain in the grave, but rose 
and lives, the ever-living God, who can 
and does save us. Easter proves our faith 
in Jesus.” 

“You are right. Maybe while we’re 
away over the weekend, we will find a 
church where we can join His believers 
in the worship and praise of this Lord 
Jesus.” 

Tue LisTENER 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mr. George Muhl, from 
Mr. and Mrs. A. Brooke, Mr. and Mrs. J. F. Dunsbier, the Rev. and 
Mrs. N. Heintz, Dr. and Mrs. E. Geo. Pearce, Mr. and Mrs. Flemming, 
Miss R. Hubner, Miss G. Launer, and Anonymous, total £13 for the 


Church Extension Fund. 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mrs. Amy Cremer, from 
Miss G. Launer, Mr. and Mrs. A. Brooke, Dr. and Mrs. E. Geo. Pearce, 
Mr. and Mrs. Flemming, and Anonymous, total £4.10.0 for the Church 


Extension Fund. 
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FIVE 


TON 


“WORKERS 


I 
For Two Day 
All ELCE Ce 


Come Togeth 
To Work, to 


PLAN TO ATTEND 1 


Friday, 11 May 
3 pm. Opening Service 
4.30 Opening Ceremonies 


7 Constitutional and — 
cial Matters ; 


8.30 Vespers 


Travel 


A 41-seater motor coach wit 
Luther-Tyndale, London, at 
Friday, 11 May and will stop 
Andrews, Ruislip, about 7 
route to Cardiff. The coa» 
return overnight Saturday, « 
in London about 7 a.m. Pay 
should provide themselves wi 
for the journey. A limited © 
of seats are available at the 
£1 per person. 


EIGHTH &£ 
of The Evangelical | 


May I1—1I2, 1962 | 


| 


HE LORD” 


d Missions 
ce 
up Together 


SYNOD AT CARDIFF 


y, 12 May 
Matins 


Synodical Essay ‘Workers 
with the Lord”. The Rev. 
N. E. Nagel 


Resolutions on Foreign Mis- 
sions and Inter-Lutheran 
Relations 


Board and Committee 
Reports 
Parish Reports 


Service of Holy Communion 
Ordination and Commis- 
sioning of Mr. Warren 
Fanning 


—————— 


AL SYNOD 
Church of England 


& CARDIFF, WALES 


News from our churches 


£38.000 BUDGET PROPOSED FOR 1963 


on 


Third Budget Conference Meets at Boreham Wood 


More than £700 will be needed 
every week in 1963 to cover the costs 
of ELCE operations, according to the 
proposals put forward by the Third 
Synodical Budget Conference which 
met at St. Pauls Lutheran Church, 
Boreham Wood, on Saturday, 24 
March. The £38,140 expenditure 
for 1963 adopted by the Conference 
does not include the expenses of self- 
supporting congregations nor the 
capital to be invested in new building 
projects. The present phase of the 
ELCE Mission Expansion Pro- 
gramme—one new mission each year 
—has again meant a substantial in- 
crease in the estimated expenditure. 
The budgets proposed in previous 
years were: 1960—£27,588, 1961— 
£31,248, 1962—£33,055. 


The Conference was instituted by the 
1959 Synod to meet once a year to con- 
sider and approve budget proposals for- 
mulated by the Executive Council. Like 
Synod, its membership consists of one lay- 
man and one pastor from each congre- 
gation and mission. At the Boreham Wood 
meeting in March, twenty delegates par- 
ticipated. Plymouth and Cambridge were 
not represented. In the absence of Mr. 
James Taylor, ELCE Treasurer, who was 
in hospital, the meeting was chaired bv 
the Rev. E. Geo. Pearce. Due to lack of 
information from some missions, the Con- 
ference was unable to establish a final 
figure for receipts. 

Since the objectives of both the Church 
Extension Fund Committee and _ the 
Master Plan Committee were closely 
allied to those of the Budget Conference, 
Pastors Heintz and Hennig, respective 
secretaries of the committees, reported 
briefly to the meeting. A motion was 
passed requesting that both these com- 
mittees be given full representation at the 
next Budget Conference. 


EIGHT 


The invitation to hold the 1963 Budget 
Conference at Holy Trinity Lutheran’ 
Church, Tottenham, London, was ac- 
cepted. 

The opening and closing devotion 
were conducted by the Rev. Carl Weid 
mann, vacancy pastor at St. Pauls. 


CEF CAPITAL TOPS £20,000 

The Church Extension Fund Balance 
Sheet, presented by Treasurer James Tay- 
lor to the Executive Council at their 
meeting on 19 March, reveals a growin’ 
capital in the Fund. Starting from) 
nothing five years ago, the CEF capital, 
made up by gifts and interests, reache 
£21,137 by 31 January 1961. Th 
Balance Sheet also showed that of th 
£131,051 invested in church project 
£73,924 was invested in parsonages ane 
£57,127 in church buildings. ; 


CHURCH-WIDE CEF EMV a 

A church-wide Every Member Visil 
which will bring the needs of the Church 
Extension Fund into the home of ever) 
ELCE communicant member is bein 
planned by the CEF Committee. Ever 
congregation will be urged to appoint ; 
local committee to plan the effort in com 
junction with similar committees fron 
other parishes. A 12-page manual will by 
made available to help carry the pro 
gramme through in each congregatiory 
The CEF Committee Secretary, Pastoy 
Norman Heintz, said, after the Comw 
mittee meeting on Monday, 12 Marcky 
that the major purpose of the CEF EMW 
was to win understanding and suppor} 
for the Fund and confidence for the ex: 
pansion programme of the church. H 
requested all congregations to submit th 
names of committee members by 15 Apri. 
The actual Every Member Visit would b 
carried out in all parishes in the wee’ 
before Whitsun, 3-10 June. 


ORDINATION AT CARDIFF SYNOD 

The climax of the Eighth Annue 
Synod of the Evangelical Luthera), 
Church of England at Cardiff, 11-12 May) 
will be the Service of Holy Communio») 


i 
BRITISH LUTHERA | 


] 


QW Ss from our churches 


id the Ordination and Commissioning 
| Mr. Warren Fanning. 
‘Like the Synod in Jerusalem around 50 
.D., described in the fifteenth chapter of 
he Book of Acts, which heard reports on 
*w missions and which had earlier sent 
it Barnabas to begin work in Antioch, 
ne “whole” (Acts 15, 22) ELCE, through 
i delegates gathered at Cardiff, will com- 
‘ission and send out Mr. Fanning as the 
sst ELCE pastor in Scotland. 
Mr. Fanning and his family arrived 
om Canada in August 1961. To help 
ent himself to United Kingdom cir- 
amstances and to ELCE methods, he 
nent two months at Harlow Lutheran 
fhurch, Harlow, Essex, and is now 
mpleting seven months at Cardiff 
utheran Church. After his Ordination on 
2 May, Mr. Fanning will move with his 
amily to East Kilbride, a new town eight 
iiles south of Glasgow. 


ORKERS WITH THE LORD” 


The Rev. Norman E. Nagel, Preceptor 
f Westfield House, Cambridge, will 
eliver the 1962 Synodical Essay in which 
€ will speak of the need and qualifica- 
ons of young men for the ELCE 
unistry and will explore the possibility 
f specially - trained, certificated lay 
saders. His subject, ““Workers With the 
word”, will also be the theme of the 
ynod. 

It is expected that the Deputy Lord 
Mayor of Cardiff will officially welcome 
legates to the Welsh capital. 


T. ANDREWS ENROLS 23 IN 
-ENTEN COURSE 


A “New Testament History” course re- 
laces the traditional mid-week Lenten 
ervice at St. Andrews, Ruislip. The Sun- 
ay School teachers had decided to take 
he 10-week course when they realised 
hat in order to finish it before the fur- 
ough of their pastor, the Rev. Arnold 
takow, it would have to be held during 
sent. Ejither the course or the Lenten 
ervices would have to be abandoned, 
vastor and teachers reasoned. But a good 
ourse of Bible study is what many of our 
nembers, also outside the Sunday School, 
lave been asking for, they thought. The 
eachers put the proposal to the Voters’ 


Marcn 1962 


Assembly that the Bible study course 
should take the place of Lenten services 
this year. The voters agreed. Twenty- 
three enrolled the following Wednesday. 
When the course is completed, three 
weeks after Easter, Concordia Leadership 
Training School certificates will be issued. 


CARDIFF PASTOR LECTURES 


“Justification by Faith’? was the topic 
chosen by the Rev. Marvin Brammeier of 
Cardiff when he was invited to speak to 
youth of other Christian denominations. 
In January he spoke to the Students 
Christian Movement at Caerleon Training 
College, and in February to a youth group 
at the Fairwater Presbyterian Church in 
February. 


“THE UNFINISHED TASK” OVER 
FINNISH TELEVISION GOOD FRIDAY 


Concordia Films announce. that arrange- 
ments have now been finalised for the 
telecast of “The Unfinished Task” by the 
Finnish Television Service on Good 
Friday, April 20th, 1962. 


Produced by The Lutheran Church- 
Missouri Synod, “The Unfinished Task” 
has been awarded a number of ‘Oscars’. 
It stars Ray Collins, and the production 
is an attempt to dramatise the great 
urgency of the task which Christ has 
given to His Church at this crisis moment 
in human history. 


LUTHERAN AGENCIES 
have the following Staff vacancy: 


FEMALE ASSISTANT required to assume respon- 
sibility for the Mailing Section. The work con- 
sists of maintaining an up-to-date mailing list, 
cutting address stencils, filing, addressing, etc. 
Applicants should be able to type, but speed 
is not as essential as accuracy. 

An interesting position for someone who is con- 
sidering a change of employment. 

Please write in first instance, stating full details 
of present and previous employments, to 


The Manager, 


LUTHERAN AGENCIES, 
42 Museum Street, London, 


(Tel: HOLborn 5148) 
and mark envelope ‘‘Private’’. 
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News from our churches 


THOUSAND PARCELS HELP 


London-area ELCE pastors, gath- 
ered at the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
A. Brooke in Chiswick, West Lon- 
don, on Monday evening, 26 March, 
heard how their congregations had 
helped in collecting, packing and 
dispatching well over 1,000 parcels 
to Lutheran families in Hungary, 
Poland, and other Eastern European 
countries. 

437 large parcels of food and 
clothing, the latter sorted out, 
mended, measured, and packed by 
ELCE Ladies’ Guilds, were sent to 
Hungary during 1961. Also sent to 
impoverished families of pastors and 
church workers in Hungary were 
medicines, vitamins, milkpowders and 
baby foods. Food, clothing, and 
medicine parcels are sent in response 
to specifically known needs—clothing 
in the right sizes, medicines in exact 
fulfilment of doctor’s prescriptions. 

Clothing collections for Hungary, a per- 
manent project of the ELCE Lutheran 
Women’s League, go on the year round in 
all congregations. In addition, during 
1961, ladies of Christ Lutheran, Petts 
Wood, and St. Timothys, Sunderland, 
knitted woollies for children and woollen 
rugs for old people; Sunday School child- 
ren of St. Andrews, Ruislip, gathered 200 
toys; ladies of the Lutheran Church of 
the Resurrection, Cambridge, aided by 
students of the Cambridge University 
Lutheran Society, not only collected, 
sorted, and measured clothing, but also 
donated the postage costs. 

Also in conjunction with the Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church of England, but 
carried out by Bishop W. Fierla and the 
Polish Lutheran congregations in the 
United Kingdom is an extensive parcel 
programme to help individual families in 
Poland. During 1961, 711 medicine and 
235 7-lb. food parcels were dispatched 
to needy pastors, pastors’ widows, and 


TEN 


3 Hungarian youths clothed entire 
from ELCE gift parcels. 


church workers. Special projects 
Poland during 1961 were the remodel! 
of an 17th-century Lutheran parsonag@ 
a home to accommodate 30 old pee 
and a 124-ton shipment of paper 
printing Luther’s Large Catechism 4 
other theological literature. 

It is estimated that the Hungarian = 
Polish relief programmes together b» 
help to over 3,000 people. : 

Cash grants from the Board of W= 
Relief of the Lutheran Church—Miss 
Synod enable these relief program: 
from London to be carried out. Im 
Annual Report for 1961, the Board 
ported relief shipments of 37 mill 
pounds valued at over £10,000,00@% 
Yugoslavia, Brazil, Hong Kong, Im 
Indonesia, Korea, Malaya, New Guii 
Syria, Jordan, Tanganyika, and o- 
countries. 


BRITISH LUTHY: 


